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Motive

As an undergraduate coming straight into graduate school with no prior teaching experience, minus internships and student teaching, I knew that I was going to be facing a rewarding challenge.  I was expecting big things.  We operate in a complex world, things especially in the professional aspect, are changing at a rapid rate.  I am interested in learning how to create a curriculum that blends thinking and innovation skills, life skills and career skills in context of core academic subjects across interdisciplinary themes.  I want to integrate the innovative and research-proven teaching strategies, the modern learning technologies and real world resources into a curriculum.  This desire fuels my passion, which is reading.  As a child I struggled tremendously learning how to read.  After two years of constant frustration and discouragement my parents and I found out that I had dyslexia.  After being tested and receiving the extra help I needed my reading improved.  Although I struggled there was never I time that I remember hating reading; I have always loved it.  Reading unlocks a brand new world where the sky truly is the limit.  One of my favorite Dr. Seuss quotes is “The more that you read, the more things you will know.  The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”  Reading is crucial, it is powerful, it is the foundation of learning.  Throughout my student teaching my third graders struggled during our independent reading time.  They were given an hour and a half everyday to read independently.  Most of my students absolutely hated this time.  This made me sad, students should not hate reading!  Reading is the heart of education.  The experience I had with my third graders made me step back, think about reading and how it is presented and taught to students.  
Compelling Question

 I developed a desire to increase student reading motivation.  I was interested in knowing where their lack of interest and motivation to read come from; I wanted to research the reasons behind the lack of motivation, the interest and excitement for reading.  The focus of my research was answering the following question: How can student reading motivation be increased through the use of technology in the classroom?  
Rationale

Throughout my research I used an educational took called TPACK it incorporates technological, pedagogical, and content knowledge.  Students benefit most from implementing lessons that balance all three of these components.  For my research the content aspect was reading, pedagogical component was peer collaboration and group work and the technological component was video.  Thus deciding that my students would work collaboratively in small groups to create a video book trailer about a selected book they read.

I used the revised version of Bloom's taxonomy.  It suggests we look at the skills of our students in an upside down triangle, placing the most emphasis on the most important and beneficial aspects which are at the top.  Our students should spend more time on the more challenging components such as creating, evaluating, and analyzing and the upside down triangle shows a larger area, and thus more emphasis on these skills.  My students would be working at the creating level of Bloom's taxonomy, which is considered the most challenging.  My students would work in their groups planning and producing a video book trailer that displays their ability to generate a product based on their reading.  Working at the creating level of Bloom's taxonomy also required students to implement the lower level thinking skills, such as remembering what the book was about, evaluating the overall message of the book, and analyzing the events that took place.  Giving students the responsibility to create forced them to use higher level thinking skills, while still demonstrating their knowledge of the material.

My research was also based on the Social Development Theory by Vygotsky.  He believed that the community and socialization of a child plays a central role in the process of learning.  Vygotsky suggested that students learn in their Zone of Proximal Development, which is the distance between a student's ability to perform a task with supervision or collaboration and the ability to perform the task independently.  My students were challenged to work in a collaborative group and benefit from the social learning atmosphere created by the small community of learners.  I also stayed within the zone of proximal development in a few ways.  First my students read books that were on their appropriate instructional level.  I also scaffold instruction to give assistance to the groups when needed, but challenged the students to work through the process on their own.

By using the higher level thinking of Bloom's taxonomy, Vygotsky's Social Development Theory, and the TPACK framework I hoped to engage and excite my students more about reading, ultimately increasing their motivation to read.
Areas of Exploration
Assessment

The process began by selecting a group of ten fourth grade students to work with.  The Elementary Reading Attitude Survey was conducted to see where our students stood in terms of their feelings about reading.  In the survey they were asked a series of questions and had to circle the face that represented how they felt about that particular question.  Then students were given a selection of books based not their appropriate reading leveling and given the opportunity to choose which book they would like to read.  Once students selected the book, they began reading it during independent reading time and discussing it with other students who were reading the same book.  They met in small groups each day after reading to analyze and discuss what they read that day.  This time began the collaboration process and held the students accountable for their reading.  During the process both informal and formal observations were conducted.  Informal observations consisted of simply asking myself the following questions while walking around the classroom; (1) Were they engaged in their text?, (2) Did they have wondering eyes? and (3) Were they in a zone?  Background knowledge of each student was taken into account while making observations. Formal observations consisted of interviews with individual students about the book the student was reading.  Students were asked two questions:  (1) Do you like the book you are reading? Why or why not?  and (2) Summarize what you just read for me.  Their responses, along with the title of the book they were reading, were all recorded. 
Project

When students were more than half way through with reading their books they were shown an example video book trailer.  This was done to model and set expectations for their own book trailers.  They were given a guideline for the process and a rubric for what was expected of them.  After completing their books they again met in small groups and began planning how they would create a video book trailer for their specific book.  They were given a short tutorial on how to use the video tool on the digital camera they were assigned to work with.  From that point on it was up to them to decide who and how they would record their book trailer, with limited assistance from the instructors.  They were given a week to brainstorm, plan, prepare, and produce their book trailer.  This process gave students a lot of freedom for creativity and also held them accountable for completing specific standards that were required for the project.
Data Collection

From the Elementary Reading Attitude Survey I found a lot of my students really dislike reading.  They find it very boring and would rather do anything but read.  It is evident that they lack motivation.  They lack that spark of excitement, the fuel that makes them want to read.  One thing I did find interesting is that about 80 percent of my students like to start reading new books and really like going to the bookstore, which is interesting for students who overall dislike reading.  I can assume from the surveys that reading is interesting to my students if they choose what they read.  Also the presentation of reading has to be exciting and interesting for them to want to pursue it, hence why they like starting new books and going to the bookstore.  

From my first informal walk around observation I found five out of the ten students were actively engaged.  The remaining three were not engaged in their text at all, instead they were avoiding reading at all cost.  From my first formal observations; student interviews, 40 percent of my student liked the book they were reading. And when asked to summarize what they had read, 50 percent of my students gave thoughtful detailed answering, comprehension of text.  While the other 50 percent either said nothing or gave a very brief summarization lacking major details.  As the informal as well as formal observations continued I saw an increase in student engagement, motivation, interest and summarization skills.

For the video book trailers students split into three groups, two groups of three and one group of four.  Group one’s book trailer was on Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus by Barbara Park.  Group two’s book trailer was on Summer of the Sea Serpent (Magic Tree House Series) by Mary Pope Osborne.  And group three’s book trailer was on Tales of the Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume.  Each trailer was around three minutes long.  
Video Expectations
Students were required to work together to create a storyboard sketching out their video.  Each group member needed to know exactly what he or she would be doing, before the filming began.  Each group was required to write a detailed summary of their book.
Sample of Rubric
	Teamwork
	Students meet and discuss regularly. All students contribute to the discussion and all are listened to respectfully. All team members contribute a fair share of the work.
	Students meet and discuss regularly. Most students contribute to the discussion and are listened to respectfully. All team members contribute a fair share of the work.
	A couple of team meetings are held. Most students contribute to the discussion and are listened to respectfully. All team members contribute a fair share of the work.
	Meetings are not held AND/OR some team members do not contribute a fair share of the work.
	 

	Concept
	Team has a clear picture of what they are trying to achieve. Each member can describe what they are trying to do and generally how his/her work will contribute to the final product.
	Team has a fairly clear picture of what they are trying to achieve. Each member can describe what they are trying to do overall but has trouble describing how his/her work will contribute to the final product.
	Team has brainstormed their concept, but no clear focus has emerged for the team. Team members may describe the goals/final product differently.
	Team has spent little effort on brainstorming and refining a concept. Team members are unclear on the goals and how their contriubtions will help them reach the goal.
	 

	Storyboard
	Storyboard is complete with sketches for each scene, detailed notes on titles, transitions, special effects, sound, etc. Storyboard reflects outstanding planning and organization for the visuals in the video.
	Storyboard is relatively complete with sketches for most scenes, and notes on titles, transitions, special effects, sound, etc. Storyboard reflects effective planning and organization for the visuals in the video.
	Storyboard has glaring omissions in scene planning. There are some sketches, and notes on titles, transitions, special effects, sound, etc. Storyboard reflects attempts at planning and organization for the visuals in the video.
	Storyboard is not done or is so incomplete that it could not be used even as a general guide. Storyboard reflects very little planning of the visuals.
	 


Related Research
Data Analysis 

The concept of flow has been researched by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi.  Csikszentmihalyi describes flow as “the way people describe their state of mind when consciousness is harmoniously ordered, and they want to pursue whatever they are doing for its own sake.”  Throughout my research I realized that my students needed to enter a state of “flow” in order to be actively engaged in their reading.  As I continued to research Csikszentmihalyi’s theory of flow I began to understand how it could relate to my students reading motivation.  Csikszentmihalyi states; “entering flow depends on establishing a balance between perceived action capacities and perceived action opportunities.  This balance is intrinsically fragile.  If challenges begin to exceed skills one first becomes vigilant and then anxious; if skills begin to exceed challenges, one first relaxes and then becomes bored.  Experiencing anxiety or boredom presses a person to adjust his or her level of skill and/or challenge in order to escape the aversive state and reenter flow.”  Through my observations I found this statement to be true.  There were deeper reasons why my students disliked reading.  There was a direct correlation between perceived action capacities and perceived action opportunities as well as the feelings that were attached.  After reanalyzing and comparing the results from the Elementary Reading Attitude Survey and the observations from the informal assessments I realized that the students who stated they hated reading, the challenge exceeded skills.  Students felt vigilant and anxious when texts were too difficult for them, which affected their attitude towards reading in general.  And the students who stated reading was boring, their skills exceeded the challenge, makings students feel anxious and bored.  I believe my students were able to enter “flow” during the video making process.  The balance between perceived action capacities and perceived action opportunities were equally distributed.  Students did not experience any anxiety, students did not become bored with the activity, they were actively engaged throughout the entire video making process.  It was clear that students reading motivation was increased. 

Independent reading is intellectual, beneficial and essential to education.  “Research clearly shows that the reading of meaningful, connected text results in improved reading achievement.  In one of the most extensive studies of independent reading yet conducted, Anderson, Wilson, and Fielding (1988) investigated a broad array of activities and their relationship to reading achievement and growth in reading. They found that the amount of time students spent in independent reading was the best predictor of reading achievement and also the best predictor of the amount of gain in reading achievement made by students between second and fifth grade.”  Independent reading is a crucial part of our student’s daily learning routine.  This time cannot be wasted; students have to be actively engaged in their reading to succeed in it.  An assessment of independent reading is much more than a quiet classroom, it requires you to dig deeper, ask explicit and implicit questions to see if students have an understanding and are engaged in what they are reading.  It requires you to be creative and keep students engaged and excited.  The video book trailers were a succeeded at this. 

With the video book trailers the students expressed a great deal of excitement for completing the project.  They expressed a new sense of confidence in their reading ability and overall work ethic.  Working in groups was also exciting and beneficial for our students, as I could see them truly listening to one another and thinking through the entire process.  Overall, their reading motivation was definitely increased and they expressed a desire to read another book and perform the task again.  The students were proud of their final product and were eager to show off their accomplishments to one another.
Across Curriculum
Throughout my research project I realized that reading motivation is crucial for success in learning.  Reading is everywhere; it is a part of every subject we teach.  As educators our number one goal has to be motivating our students, this is where the power lies.  As we search for ways to integrate technology we have to think about student motivation, what motivates our students to be actively engaged in something?  We must then use those tools.  “It is the responsibility of today’s educators to build a bridge between the knowledge students already have and the content that they need to learn to be successful inside and outside of school” (Considine, Horton and Moorman, 2009).  If we cannot do this we lose our students, their motivation and interest will drop tremendously.  Through my research I have realized that the content our students need to know needs to link with the 21st century technology and the skills students already have, if we could achieve this students motivation would sky rocket.
Reflection

My goals for my research were to find the reasons behind the lack of motivation, the interest and excitement for reading.  Also how I could incorporate technology to help increase student reading motivation.  I believe I achieved those goals.  Csikszentmihalyi played a major role in helping me understand the deeper meaning behind the lack of motivation, interest and excitement students have when reading.  Csikszentmihalyi theory was tested throughout my research.  I learned to look deeper; the answers worth finding are never at the surface.  I learned just how important independent reading is.  This is crucial time and it cannot be wasted.  When you give students the right freedoms and responsibilities they can produce amazing things.  Faith produces confidence; if I believe in my students they will see that and be affected by it.  Determination, dedication, passion, these are all words I used throughout my research.  These are just a few of the character traits I believe we as educators must have.  I learned that as an educator I can’t sit back and watch as things unravel in front of me, I have to jump in and take part in order to succeed in today’s society.  I have to incorporate the latest technology into my own classroom, I have to be committed to be a lifelong learner and use my own dedication to prepare my students for the 21st century.

This was my first time doing action research.  It was all overwhelming at first; I did not think I was going to have the time to do everything I wanted to do.  But as I learned the process of action research I realized that we are constantly doing research even when we are unaware of it.  When choosing a research topic you want to something you want to work on and design a study based around that topic it become just part of your daily routine.  I learned how to really reflect and analyze data.  This takes time because you reflect on both what you did as well as your students and how they responded to you.  I learned just how valuable interviews and surveys are; they are a great source of reliable information.  I think the most beneficial thing I learned from the research process was the benefits of a research journal.  Without my research journal I would not have been able to reflect or analyze anything.  With this journal I was able to keep a running record of everything that went on, I was able to refer back to it when I forgot something, which happen a few times.  My research journal will remain a constant reminder for improvement and it will be something I continue to add to.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my research process and look forward to completely more research.
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